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Health  Centre, 
Murivance, 

Shrewsbury. 

July,  1966 


To  The  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors  of  the 
Borough  of  Shrewsbury 

Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  the  Annual  Report  on  the  health 
and  sanitary  circumstances  of  the  Borough  for  the  year  1965. 

The  steady  growth  of  the  population  continues,  the  estimated 
population  being  51,570  at  the  middle  of  the  year,  an  increase  of  540, 
most  of  which  can  be  accounted  for  by  the  excess  of  births  over 
deaths.  In  spite  of  the  number  of  new  houses  built  there  was  appa¬ 
rently  only  a  small  preponderence  of  immigrants  over  emigrants. 

Once  again  the  town  has  been  fortunate  in  that  the  epidemic 
diseases,  which  can  still  raise  their  ugly  heads,  have  been  well 
contained,  if  not  absent.  The  figures  for  immunisation  are  again 
reasonably  satisfactory  and  this  is  the  first  year  in  which  records 
show  that  immunisation  against  diphtheria,  whooping-cough  and 
tetanus  was  given  to  more  infants  by  General  Practitioners  than  by 
Clinic  Doctors.  Percentage  immunisation  of  a  population  is  always 
a  difficult  calculation  to  make,  but  from  figures  available  it  would 
appear  that  over  90%  of  infants  reaching  one  year  of  age  will  have 
been  immunised  against  diphtheria,  whooping-cough  and  tetanus 
and  by  two  years,  a  similar  number  will  have  been  immunised 
against  poliomyelitis  and  approximately  6  out  of  10  against  small¬ 
pox. 

It  may  no  longer  be  as  obvious  now  as  it  was  50  or  so  years  ago 
that  the  function  of  a  Public  Health  Department  is  to  improve  the 
general  health  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  Borough  by  such  means  as 
can  be  found  and  applied.  Control  of  infectious  and  contagious 
disease  and  improved  environmental  hygiene,  in  its  widest  sense, 
are  such  means,  and  form  part  of  the  duty  of  the  Council  as  a  local 
sanitary  authority.  Your  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  however, 
appreciates  that  his  Department  is  not  the  only  Department 
working  to  improve  environmental  hygiene  as  it  affects  the  inhabi¬ 
tants  of  the  Borough  ;  in  fact  all  Departments  function  directly  or 
indirectly  towards  the  same  end. 

The  new  road  linking  Monkmoor  and  Harlescott  might  be 
claimed  as  a  triumph  for  preventative  medicine  in  that  no  com¬ 
plaints  have  been  received  of  fumes  from  traffic  in  Pride  Hill  since 
the  new  road  was  opened.  Traffic  is  still  held-up,  but  on  a  flat  and 
wider  stretch  of  road,  where  fumes  from  vehicles  have  not  been  so 
obvious  and  where  the  pavements  are  not  as  crowded  as  in  the 
centre  of  the  town. 
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The  Borough  Council  appreciate  the  value  of  clean  air  and  in 
an  article  “Planning  for  Clean  Air’’  issued  by  the  staff  of  the 
Ministry  of  Technology  Research  Committee,  a  comment  is  made 
that  smoke  nowadays,  as  a  cause  of  atmospheric  pollution,  comes 
mainly  from  dwellinghouses.  The  great  majority  of  houses  in  Great 
Britain  are  still  heated  by  burning  bituminous  coal  in  open  fires, 
and  with  this  type  of  combustion  it  is  quite  impossible  to  avoid  the 
production  of  smoke  and  where  density  is  high  and  chimneys  low 
smoke  tends  to  blow  down  towards  ground  level  and  hang  about. 

The  general  principle  is  that  pollution  by  sulphur  oxides  cannot 
be  avoided  unless  the  burning  of  fuels  in  individual  dwellinghouses 
is  restricted  to  fuels  containing  no  sulphur,  or  practically  none. 
While  for  the  country  as  a  whole  it  would  be  entirely  impracticable 
to  ban  the  use  of  coal  or  coke  for  domestic  heating,  it  is  clear  that 
from  a  long-term  point  of  view  these  fuels  are  becoming  obsolescent, 
and  as  obsolescent  houses  are  being  replaced  by  new  towns  and  new 
development  of  existing  towns,  opportunity  should  be  taken  of 
making  the  heating  arrangements  equally  up-to-date  so  as  to  produce 
little  or  no  air  pollution. 

It  is  possible  that  not  only  the  nuisance  of  smoke  from  bungalow 
chimneys  blowing  back  into  the  room,  but  also  the  health  hazard 
from  smoke  polluting  the  outside  air  influenced  the  planning  of 
terraced  bungalows,  completed  early  in  the  year.  These  bungalows, 
which  may  have  started  a  new  heating  fashion  in  Shrewsbury  council 
house  planning,  are  equipped  with  gas  central  heating,  and  their 
tenants  have  found  them  very  comfortable. 

On  housing,  no  apology  is  made  for  again  including  details  of 
standard  and  discretionary  grants  available,  as,  judging  by  the  slow 
response,  further  publicity  is  required.  It  is  a  public  health  principle 
that  better  housing  conditions  lead  to  improved  health. 

It  is  a  relief  to  the  Department  that  the  number  of  filthy 
premises  (and  people)  appears  to  be  declining.  Although  the  aged 
are  present,  the  numbers  who  being  “aged,  infirm  or  physically 
handicapped,  are  living  in  insanitary  conditions  and  are  unable  to 
devote  to  themselves,  and  are  not  receiving  from  other  persons, 
proper  care  and  attention”,  to  quote  the  appropriate  section  of  the 
National  Assistance  (Amendment)  Act,  1951,  are  getting  fewer. 

As  usual,  other  Departments  of  the  Corporation  have  been  most 
helpful  and  close  co-operation  is  maintained  between  Departments, 
as  it  is  between  the  hospital  staffs  and  the  Public  Health  Laboratory. 

The  policy  of  mixed  appointments  for  Medical  Officers  of  non- 
County  Boroughs,  Urban  and  Rural  Districts,  which  is  operative 
in  Shropshire,  whereby  your  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  also  a 
member  of  the  County  Health  Department  Staff,  along  with  the 
relatively  close  proximity  of  the  two  Health  Departments,  has 
enabled  a  close  liaison  to  be  maintained  with  the  County  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  and  other  officials  of  the  County  Council. 
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In  conclusion,  I  would  like  to  take  this  opportunity  to  voice  my 
appreciation  of  the  help  and  friendship  given  to  me  by  the  late 
G.  T.  Nicholas,  Chief  Clerk  of  this  Department.  The  compilation  of 
this  report  was  one  of  the  many  tasks  he  took  off  my  hands,  and 
I  have  been  saved  from  making  many  mistakes  and  omissions  by 
his  watchfulness.  His  advice  was  always  kindly  given  and,  I  hope, 
properly  received.  Appreciation  of  his  service  of  over  50  years  to  the 
Borough  of  Shrewsbury  has  already  been  suitably  expressed. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

A.  C.  Mackenzie. 
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GENERAL  STATISTICS,  1965 


Rateable  Value  of  the  Borough  ...  ...  ...  ...£2,466,967 

Sum  represented  by  a  Penny  Rate  ...  ...  ...  £10,325 

Area  of  the  Borough  (excluding  water)  in  acres  ...  8,034 

Population  (Registrar  General’s  estimate,  middle  of  1965)  51,670 

Persons  per  acre  calculated  on  above  population  ...  6.4 

Inhabited  Houses  (December  31st,  1965)  ...  ...  16,024 

MALE  FEMALE 

live  Births  /Legitimate  452  421\Total  949 

Lne  L5irtns  ^  IUegitimate  41  35/lotal  —  y4y 

BIRTH  RATE  per  1,000  population  .  18.4 

Stillbirths  : 

Number  .  ...  ...  19 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  stillbirths  ...  ...  19.6 

Total  Live  and  Stillbirths .  .  968 

Deaths  .  ...  .  ...  591 

DEATH  RATE  per  1,000  population  ...  ...  ...  11.4 

Infant  Deaths  (deaths  under  1  year)  ...  .  23 

INFANT  MORTALITY  RATES 

Total  infant  deaths  per  1,000  total  live  births  ...  24.2 

Legitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  legitimate  live 

births  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  24.1 

Illegitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  illegitimate  live 

births  .  26.3 

Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  (deaths  under  4  weeks  per 

1,000  total  live  births)  ...  ...  ...  ...  12.6 

Early  Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  (deaths  under  1  week 

per  1,000  total  live  births)  .  ...  10.5 

Perinatal  Mortality  Rate  (stillbirths  and  deaths 
under  1  week  combined  per  1,000  total  live  and 
stillbirths)  ...  .  ...  ...  30.0 

MATERNAL  MORTALITY  (including  abortions) 

Number  of  deaths  .  Nil 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  stillbirths  .  Nil 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  ...  .  ...  100 

„  ,,  Measles  (all  ages)  .  ...  Nil 

,,  ,,  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  .  Nil 

„  „  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age) .  Nil 
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WEATHER  CONDITIONS 

As  in  the  past  thirty-six  years,  daily  readings  and  weather 
recordings  have  been  continued  at  Monkmoor  Hospital,  where  a 
Climatological  Station,  approved  by  the  Air  Ministry,  is  situated. 

The  particulars  regarding  1965  may  be  summarised  as  follows  : — 

Rainfall. — The  total  rainfall  was  30.63  inches,  compared  with 
18.81,  20.84  and  23.46  in  the  previous  years  respectively. 

The  average  rainfall  over  the  last  36  years  was  25.89  inches. 

Sunshine. — The  number  of  hours  of  bright  sunshine  recorded 
was  1,298.9  hours,  compared  with  1,291.5,  1,320.0  and  1,320.4  hours 
in  the  previous  years  respectively. 

The  average  sunshine  over  the  last  36  years  was  1,349.3  hours. 

Temperatures. — Extremes  of  temperatures  during  the  year 
were  : — 

Warmest  Day  (Highest  Shade  Maximum),  May  14th,  August  12th 
and  13th,  77°  F. 

Warmest  Night  (Highest  Shade  Minimum),  June  29th,  July  13th 
and  14th,  September  16th,  58°  F. 

Coldest  Day  (Lowest  Shade  Maximum),  March  1st,  2nd  and  4th, 
November  15th,  December  27th,  33°  F. 

Coldest  Night  (Fowest  Shade  Minimum),  March  3rd,  13°  F. 


Weather  Statistics,  Shrewsbury,  1965 
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POPULATION 

The  Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  the  home  population  of 
Shrewsbury  for  1965,  including  members  of  the  armed  forces 
stationed  in  the  area,  was  51,670  compared  with  51,130  in  the 
previous  year. 


BIRTHS 

The  number  of  live  births  in  1965  was  949,  compared  with  962, 
902  and  869  in  the  previous  years  respectively. 

The  crude  birth  rate  was  18.4  per  1,000  population,  compared 
with  18.8,  17.8  and  17.3  in  the  previous  years  respectively. 

Applying  the  comparability  factor  provided  by  the  Registrar 
General,  the  adjusted  birth  rate  becomes  17.6. 

The  949  births  may  be  analysed  as  follows  : — 

Legitimate  Illegitimate 
Male  ...  452  41  \Q,Q 

Female  ...  421  35  /y4y 

A  comparison  of  the  adjusted  birth  rate  between  Shrewsbury 
and  the  rate  for  England  and  Wales  is  as  follows  : — 

Rate  per  1,000  Population 
Live  Births 

England  and  Wales ...  ...  ...  18.0 

Shrewsbury  ...  ...  ...  17.6 

Illegitimate  Births 

There  were  76  illegitimate  births,  compared  with  63,  38  and  44 
in  the  previous  years  respectively. 

The  illegitimate  birth  rate  was  1.47  per  1,000  population* 
illegitimate  births  being  a  percentage  of  8.0  of  the  total  live  births- 

Stillbirths 

There  were  19  stillbirths,  compared  with  12,  17  and  23  in  the 
previous  years  respectively. 

The  stillbirth  rate  0.36  per  1,000  population,  the  stillbirths  being 
a  percentage  of  1.9  of  the  total  births. 
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Causes  of  and  Ages  at  Death  during  the  Year  1965 


Net  Deaths  at  the  Subjoined  ages  of 
“  Residents  ”  whether  occurring  within  or 

WITHOUT  THE  DISTRICT 


Causes  of  Death 

Male 

Female  , 

under  , 

4  weeks 

4  weeks 

andunder 

1  year 

1- 

5- 

15- 

25- 

35- 

45- 

!  55- 

65- 

75  and  i 

over 

315 

276 

12 

11 

2 

2 

6 

5 

12 

39 

92 

1 

160 

250 

Tuberculosis,  Respira¬ 
tory 

1 

1 

Tuberculosis,  Other 

forms 

Syphilitic  Disease 

1 

1 

— 

Diphtheria 

Whooping  Cough 

Meningococcal  Infec- 

tions 

3 

— 

— 

2 

1 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  ... 

Measles 

Other  Infective  and 

Parasitic  Diseases  . . . 

1 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

1 

— 

Malignant  Neoplasm, 

Stomach 

8 

6 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

5 

2 

6 

Malignant  Neoplasm, 

Lung,  Bronchus 

23 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

8 

14 

3 

Malignant  Neoplasm, 

Breast 

1 

12 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

4 

3 

5 

Malignant  Neoplasm, 

Uterus 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Other  Malignant  and 
Lymphatic  Neoplasms 

26 

18 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

1 

3 

11 

10 

19 

Leukaemia.Aleukaemia 

2 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

2 

— 

Diabetes 

2 

1 

1 

2 

Vascular  lesions  of  Ner- 

vous  System... 

31 

51 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

4 

8 

24 

44 

Coronary  Disease,  An- 

gina . 

89 

58 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

4 

13 

19 

49 

60 

Hypertension  with  Ht. 

Disease 

4 

12 

2 

2 

12 

Other  Heart  Disease 

37 

35 

— 

— 

— 

i 

— 

— 

1 

3 

6 

20 

41 

Other  Circulatory  Dis- 

ease 

9 

9 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

2 

4 

1 

9 

Influenza 

Pneumonia 

12 

22 

— 

5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

9 

19 

Bronchitis 

15 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

5 

5 

6 

Other  Diseases  of  Res- 

piratorv  System 

2 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  and 

Duodenum... 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

Gastritis,  Enteritis  and 

Diarrhoea 

— 

— 

_ 

_ 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Nephritis  &  Nephrosis 

2 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate 

1 

i 

Pregnancy,  Childbirth, 

Abortion 

Congenital  Malforma- 

tions 

3 

5 

4 

3 

— 

i 

Other  Defined  and  ill- 

defined  Diseases 

26 

17 

8 

1 

_ 

_ 

_ 

1 

1 

4 

6 

8 

14 

M.T.  Vehicle  Accidents 

2 

2 

— 

- - 

_ 

_ 

l 

_ 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— 

All  other  Accidents  ... 

9 

7 

— 

_ 

1 

1 

_ 

2 

1 

3 

3 

5 

Suicide 

6 

5 

— 

_ 

_ 

_ 

1 

_ 

_ 

1 

5 

3 

1 

Homicide  and  opera- 

tions  of  War... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 
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DEATHS 

The  number  of  deaths  during  the  year  was  591,  compared  with 
579,  627  and  602  in  the  previous  years  respectively. 

Of  the  591  deaths,  315  were  males  and  276  females. 

The  crude  death  rate  was  11.4  but,  by  applying  the  compara¬ 
bility  factor  provided  by  the  Registrar  General,  the  adjusted  death 
rate  became  11.3. 

Of  the  591  deaths,  410  persons  were  65  years  of  age  or  over. 

If  the  main  causes  of  death  are  grouped,  it  will  be  seen  that  493 
of  the  591  deaths  can  be  allocated  to  four  groups  as  follows  : — 

(1)  Heart  disease  ...  ...  ...  ...  235 

(2)  Other  diseases  of  the  Circulatory  System 

including  Vascular  Lesions  of  Nervous 
System  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  100 

(3)  Cancer  (including  Leukaemia)  ...  ...  103 

(4)  Bronchitis,  Pneumonia  and  other  Respira¬ 

tory  Disease,  including  Pulmonary 

Tuberculosis  ...  ...  ...  ...  55 

There  were  11  deaths  from  suicide  and  4  from  motor  vehicle 
accidents. 

Of  the  child  population,  there  were  23  infant  deaths  (under  one 
year  of  age),  and  4  deaths  of  children  one  to  fourteen  years  of  age. 

A  comparision  between  the  adjusted  death  rate  of  Shrewsbury 
and  the  rate  for  England  and  Wales  is  as  follows  : — 

Death  rate  per 
1,000  population 

England  and  Wales  ...  ...  11.5 

Shrewsbury  ...  ...  ...  11.3 
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INFANT  MORTALITY 

The  number  of  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  was  23, 
compared  with  17,  12  and  23  in  the  previous  years  respectively. 

The  Infantile  Mortality  Rate  was  accordingly  24  per  1,000  live 
births,  compared  with  18,  13  and  27  in  the  previous  years  respec¬ 
tively. 

A  comparison  between  the  Infantile  Mortality  Rate  of  Shrews¬ 
bury  and  the  rate  for  England  and  Wales  is  as  follows  : — 

Per  1,000  live 
births 

England  and  Wales  ...  ...  19.0 

Shrewsbury  ...  ...  ...  24.2 

These  deaths  are  analysed  by  causes  and  duration  of  life  in 
the  accompanying  table  : — 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH 

Under  24  hours 

Under  1  week 

1 — 2  weeks 

2 — 3  weeks 

3 — 4  weeks 

Total  under 

1  month 

1  month  and 
under  3  months 

3  months  and 
under  6  months 

6  months  and 

under  9  months 

9  months  and 

under  12  months 

Total  deaths 

under  1  year 

Prematurity 

1 

2 

— 

— 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Congenital  Malforma- 

1 

— 

— 

_ 

— 

1 

— 

2 

_ 

_ 

2 

tions 

Atelectasis  ... 

1 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

1 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Haemolytic  Disease  of 
the  Newborn 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Haemorrhagic  Disease 
of  the  Newborn  ... 

2 

— 

1 

— 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Meningitis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

i 

i 

2 

Congenital  Heart 
Disease 

1 

1 

— 

1 

— 

3 

i 

— 

— 

— 

i 

Pneumonia  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

1 

— 

— 

5 

Septicaemia  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

i 

1 

Totals  ... 

6 

4 

1 

1 

— 

12 

5 

3 

i 

2 

11 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 
Water  Supply 

The  Engineer  to  the  West  Shropshire  Water  Board,  Mr.  J.  H. 
Sabido,  has  kindly  supplied  the  following  information  on  the  water 
supply  of  the  town,  accompanied  by  statistics  of  laboratory  exam¬ 
inations  carried  out  at  Shelton  Waterworks. 

“The  Board’s  Shelton  Headworks  have  supplied  the  whole  of 
the  Borough’s  water  requirements,  free  of  all  restrictions  during  the 
year  1965.  The  average  daily  quantity  supplied  amounted  to 
2,854,794  gallons,  which  was  equivalent  to  55.25  gallons  per  head 
per  day,  and  the  maximum  daily  quantity  supplied  was  3,579,185 
gallons  on  the  5th  June,  1965. 

Routine  daily  chemical  and  bacteriological  analyses  were 
carried  out  at  Shelton  on  the  water  at  the  separate  stages  of  treat¬ 
ment.  The  maximum  and  minimum  results  obtained  from  these 
examinations  are  given  in  the  accompanying  table. 

During  the  year  the  practice  of  making  routine  chemical  and 
bacteriological  examinations  of  drinking  water  samples  drawn  from 
household  supplies  was  maintained,  100  chemical  and  175  bacterio¬ 
logical  examinations  were  made  of  such  samples,  and  all  were  found 
to  be  sterile.  The  water  supply  in  general  has  consistently  main¬ 
tained  the  very  high  standard  of  purity  demanded  for  water  supplies 
in  this  country. 

Further  progress  was  made  with  the  large  scale  extensions  to  the 
Head  Works  authorised  under  the  Shrewsbury  Water  Order  1962, 
and  during  the  period  under  review,  the  High  Tension  Switchgear 
comprising  11,000  K.V.A.  Switchboard,  New  Transformers  and  Low 
Voltage  Switchboard  was  installed  and  brought  into  commission. 
The  Contractors  were  appointed  for  carrying  out  the  Civil  Engin¬ 
eering  Contract  in  connection  with  the  Extensions  to  the  Shelton 
Treatment  Works,  and  in  December  they  commenced  probe  piling 
for  the  construction  of  the  new  filters. 


A  number  of  mains  extensions  and  renewals  were  carried  out 
comprising  : — 


70  yards 
2,656  ,, 

2,950  „ 

1,758  „ 


2  in.  diameter 


3  in. 

4  in. 
6  in. 


>  i 

)  ) 
i  i 


Total 


7,434  yards  i.e.  approximately  4.22  miles 
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The  following  number  of  communicating  pipes  were  connected  to 
the  Borough  mains  : — 

333  No.  ...  ...  \  in.  diameter 

23  No . |  in. 

40  No.  ...  ...  1  in. 

7  No.  1J  in./l£  in. 

Total  403  No. 


Monitoring  for  the  estimation  of  radio  activity  in  the  air,  river 
water  and  final  water,  was  continued  during  the  year.  The  results 
obtained  to  date  are  within  the  accepted  standards  as  laid  down  by 
the  Medical  Research  Council.” 

The  position  as  regards  dwelling  houses  in  the  town  as  at  the 
end  of  1965  is  as  follows  : — 

Total  number  of  houses  .  ...  16,424 

Total  number  of  houses  with  Corporation 

piped  water  supply  ...  ...  ...  16,406 

Total  number  of  houses  without  a  Corporation 

piped  water  supply  .  18 
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Swimming  Baths 

There  are  two  indoor  swimming  baths  available  in  the  Borough. 
They  are  filled  with  water  from  the  town  mains.  Treatment  is  by  a 
process  of  alum  precipitation,  filtration  and  chlorination  with  a 
complete  turnover  of  3£  hours. 

During  the  year  the  water  in  the  swimming  baths  was  examined 
bacteriologically  on  21  occasions.  Of  these,  seven  were  unsatisfactory. 

Drainage,  Closet  Accommodation,  Sewerage  and  Public  Cleansing 

The  Borough  Surveyor,  Mr.  R.  W.  Gibb,  has  kindly  supplied  the 
following  information  : — 

“Main  Drainage 

Number  of  existing  houses  connected  to  sewers  ...  Nil 

Number  of  new  houses  erected  without  connection  to 
main  sewerage  system  ...  ...  .  Nil 

Extensions  or  alterations  :  Work  commenced  on  the  construction 
of  the  Rad  Valley  and  Port  Hill  Intercepting  Sewers  at  an  estimated 
cost  of  £330,000. 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal. — During  the  latter  part 
of  the  year  existing  tips  within  the  Borough  became  full  and  whilst 
negotiations  are  proceeding  for  the  operation  of  new  tips,  agreement 
has  been  reached  with  Atcham  Rural  District  Council  whereby  their 
Weeping  Cross  tip  is  used  by  both  authorities.” 

The  present  position  as  regards  sewage  disposal  in  the  town  as 
estimated  during  1965  is  as  follows  : — 

Total  number  of  houses  in  the  Borough  ...  ...  16,424 

Number  of  houses  connected  to  Corporation  sewers...  16,134 

Number  of  houses  connected  to  independent  sewage 

disposal  works,  e.g.  cesspits,  septic  tanks  ...  206 

Number  of  houses  relying  on  earth,  pail  or  chemical 

closets  .  ...  ...  .  84 
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SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA 


The  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector,  Mr.  C.  Stanley,  reports  as 
follows  : — 

Complaints  received  during  the  Year 

There  were  609  complaints,  and  these  were  investigated  in 
accordance  with  the  following  analysis  : — 


Nature  of  Complaint 

Number 

Received 

Housing  Defects 

55 

Defective  Dustbins  ... 

2 

Choked  and  Defective  Drains  and  Sewers 

120 

Accumulations  of  Offensive  Matter 

11 

Relative  to  Unsound  Food  .. . 

38 

Verminous  Premises  : — - 

(a)  Bugs  . 

5 

(b)  Rats  and  Mice  Infectations 

209 

(c)  Insects 

114 

Keeping  of  Animals  and  Poultry  ... 

7 

Unsatisfactory  Milk  Supplies 

2 

Clean  Air  Act 

7 

Noise  Abatement  Act,  1960 

1 

Miscellaneous 

38 

Total 

609 
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Premises  Inspected 

The  following  summary  indicates  the  number  of  inspections  of 
various  premises  carried  out  during  the  year  : — 


Nature  of  Inspection 

Number  of 
Visits 

Dwelling-houses  under  Public  Health  Acts 

677 

Dwelling-houses  under  Housing  Acts 

1,233 

Infected  Dwelling-houses  : — 

(a)  Notifiable  Diseases  (other  than  Tuberculosis) 

30 

(b)  Contacts  ... 

13 

(c)  Phthisis  enquiries  and  fumigations 

2 

Business  Premises,  including  Offices 

27 

Cinemas,  Dance  Halls,  Billiard  Halls 

4 

Factories  Act,  1961  : — 

Factories  with  mechanical  power  ... 

45 

Factories  without  mechanical  power 

3 

Works  of  building  construction 

Outworkers’  premises 

2 

5 

Offensive  Trade  Premises... 

17 

Stables,  Piggeries,  Keeping  of  Animals  ... 

23 

Houses  let  in  Lodgings 

2 

Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds 

119 

Drainage  : — 

Inspection  and  Examination 

304 

Testing 

26 

Public  Sewers... 

200 

Clean  Air  Act 

121 

Smoke  Control  Area 

169 

Watercourses  and  Ditches 

63 

Land  and  Tips 

83 

Septic  Tanks,  Cesspools,  Urinals... 

33 

Water  Supplies 

59 
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Nature  of  Inspection 

Number  of 
Visits 

Verminous  Premises  : — 

(a)  Rats  and  Mice 

297 

(b)  Bug  Infestations 

— 

(c)  Beetles 

9 

(d)  Other  Vermin 

73 

(e)  Disinfestations  ... 

75 

Food  Hygiene  Regulations  and  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955  : — 

Unfit  Meat  and  Other  Foods 

120 

Market  Stalls  ... 

128 

Butchers’  Shops 

20 

Bakehouses  ... 

14 

Factory  Canteens 

4 

Restaurant  Kitchens,  etc.  ... 

75 

Licensed  Premises 

98 

School  Kitchens 

— 

Hospital  Kitchens 

— 

Other  Premises 

223 

Section  16  Premises  : — 

Sausage  Manufacturers,  etc. 

9 

Fish  Frying  Premises 

7 

Ice  Cream  Premises  ... 

43 

Milk  Sampling  : — 

(a)  Methylene  Blue,  etc. 

108 

(b)  Chemical  ... 

45 

Milk  Shops  and  Dairies  ... 

65 

Sampling  of  Food  and  Drugs  (other  than  Milk)  for  Chemical 

Analysis 

89 

Food  Vehicles 

30 

Food  Poisoning  Investigations  ... 

1 

Shops  Act,  1950 

538 

Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act,  1963 

2,146 

Pet  Animals  Act,  1951 

45 

Noise  Abatement  Act,  1960 

17 

Sanitary  Accommodation  at  Farms 

1 

Welfare  of  Aged  Persons  ... 

2 

Visits  not  Inspections 

420 

Miscellaneous  Visits 

354 

Total  Visits  by  Public  Health  Inspectors 

8,316 
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Notices  Served 

Administrative  action  was  taken  during  the  year  to  secure 
abatement  of  nuisances  and  to  enforce  the  appropriate  statutory 
enactments  as  follows  : — 


Subject  of  Notice 

Public 

Health 

Acts 

Offices 

etc 

Act. 

Food  and 
Drugs  Act 
1955 

Factories 
Act,  1961 

Shops 

Acts 

Number  of  Informal  Notices 
served 

28 

676 

17 

1 

135 

Number  of  Informal  Notices 
complied  with 

27 

202 

1 

— 

10 

Number  of  Informal  Notices 
Outstanding  (against 

Premises) 

24 

516 

28 

4 

128 

Number  of  Statutory  Notices 
served 

11 

— 

— 

— 

Number  of  Statutory  Notices 
complied  with 

27 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Number  of  Statutory  Notices 
Outstanding  (against 

Premises) 

2 

_ 

. 

_ 

_ 

Number  of  Prosecutions 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 
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Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act,  1963 


Table  A— Registrations  and  General  Inspections 


(1) 

Class  of  Premises 

(2) 

Number  of 
premises 
registered 
during  the 
year 

(3) 

Total  number 
of  registered 
premises  at 
end  of  year 

(4) 

Number  of 
registered  premises 
receiving  a 
general  inspection 

Offices 

19 

287 

235 

Retail  Shops 

34 

395 

328 

Wholesale  Shops,  ware¬ 
houses  ... 

1 

37 

24 

Catering  establishments 
open  to  the  public, 
canteens 

2 

77 

34 

Fuel  storage  depots 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Totals 

56 

796 

621 

Table  B— Number  of  Visits  of  all  kinds  by  Inspectors  to  Registered 
Premises 


Total  ...  2,146 


Table  C — Analysis  of  Persons  Employed  in  Registered  Premises  by 
Workplace 


Number  of 
persons  employed 
(2) 


Class  of  Workplace 

(1) 


Offices  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2,770 

Retail  Shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2,873 

Wholesale  departments,  warehouses  ...  ...  ...  306 

Catering  establishments  open  to  the  public  ...  ...  739 

Canteens  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  55 

Fuel  storage  depots  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Total  .  6,743 

Total  Males  ...  ...  ...  2,618 

Total  Females  ...  ...  ...  4,125 
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One  application  was  made  for  exemption  in  respect  of  sanitary 
conveniences  and  the  provision  of  running  water  for  washing.  This 
application  was  granted,  for  a  period  of  two  years. 

There  were  no  prosecutions,  no  complaints  (or  summary  applica¬ 
tions)  made  under  the  provisions  of  Section  22,  and  no  interim 
orders  granted. 

Five  Inspectors  are  appointed,  under  Section  52  (1),  or  (5)  to 
enforce  the  Act,  but  one  only  devotes  his  full-time  to  this  particular 
duty.  One  other  member  of  the  staff  is  engaged  for  the  majority  of 
his  time  on  work  relative  to  this  statute. 


Analysis  of  Unsatisfactory  Conditions 


Lack  of  cleanliness  ... 

Overcrowding 

Absence  of  thermometer  or  heating  facilities 
Inadequate  ventilation 
Unsatisfactory  lighting 

Inadequate  or  unsatisfactory  sanitary  conveniences 
Inadequate  or  unsatisfactory  washing  facilities 
Absence  of  drinking  water 
Inadequate  clothing  accommodation 
Unsuitable  or  inadequate  seating  facilities 
Seats  for  sedentary  work  ... 

Inadequate  eating  facilities... 

Defective  floors  and  staircases 
Inadequately  fenced  machinery 

Infringements  regarding  regulations  on  health  and  safety 
Infringements  regarding  regulations  on  noise  and  vibration 
Dangerous  conditions  and  practices 
Absence  of  adequate  first  aid  facilities 
Contraventions  with  respect  to  buildings  in  single  owner¬ 
ship 

Failure  to  notify  accidents  ... 

Failure  to  notify  fact  of  employment  of  persons... 
Absence  of  abstract  of  the  Act 

Number  of  informal  notices  served 
Number  of  informal  notices  completed 


NUMBER  NUMBER 
FOUND  REMEDIED 


750 

113 

33 

1 

310 

76 

338 

33 

354 

69 

888 

108 

773 

124 

33 

8 

129 

27 

20 

2 

15 

2 

8 

1 

1,025 

170 

25 

2 

7 

2 

1 

1 

363 

94 

252 

74 

10 

Nil 

1 

Nil 

17 

1 

293 

43 

... 

676 

202 

Twelve  notifications  of  accidents  to  employees  were  received. 
Right  of  these  intimations  were  investigated.  Measures  calculated  to 
reduce  accident  risk  were  suggested  where  thought  necessary.  The 
investigator’s  suggestions  were  acted  upon  in  each  instance. 

The  types  of  accident  reported  were  as  follows  : — 


Cause  of  Accident  Number 

of  Cases 

Power-driven  machinery  ...  ...  ...  2 

Fall  from  vehicle  in  motion  ...  ...  ...  1 

Fall  from  stationary  vehicle  ...  ...  ...  1 

Handling  goods  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Fall  on  same  level  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Falling  object  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 


Unspecified  in  official  code  (scald  and  steel  wool 
in  finger) 


2 
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The  problems  of  unsatisfactory  lighting  and  ventilation  were  the 
most  difficult  to  solve.  As  yet,  there  are  no  official  Ministry  standards 
and,  naturally,  we  hesitate  to  make  hard  and  fast  ruling  before  such 
standards  are  published. 

Lighting  in  shops  and  offices  was  found  to  be  poor  in  many 
instances — verified  by  light  meter  readings.  Considerable  variation 
was  recorded  between  the  working  planes  in  the  same  room.  Fre¬ 
quently,  the  victims  of  poor  lighting  were  unaware  of  the  fact. 

The  work  of  inspection  went  along  steadily  during  the  year,  in 
spite  of  staff  shortage.  The  Inspectors  were  well  received  and  willing 
co-operation  was  shown  by  the  majority  of  owners  and  occupiers. 

Unfortunately,  there  are  a  few  people  who  fail  to  realise  their 
responsibility  under  the  provisions  of  the  Act.  Some  are  inclined  to 
sit  back  and  wait  for  a  notice  from  the  Council  before  complying  with 
requirements  which  they  know  are  necessary.  It  is  the  duty  of  every 
owner  and  occupier  to  ensure  that  infringements  are  dealt  with 
immediately  they  arise. 
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Sanitary  Improvements  Effected  at  Dwelling-houses  as  a  Result  of 
Statutory  and  Informal  Notices  Issued 

(Number  of  premises,  29) 


Number 

Complied 

with 

Defective  drains  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  _ 

Choked  drains  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Insufficient  closet  accommodation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Absence  of  proper  sink  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Defective  water  closets  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Defective  gullies  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Defective  sink  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  l 

Defective  sink  waste  pipes  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Defective  W.C.  cisterns  and  fittings  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Burst  water  pipes  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Insufficient  water  supply...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Defective  soil  pipes  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Dampness  arising  from  : — 

Defective  roofs  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

Defective  eaves-gutters  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Defective  down-spouts  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Defective  brickwork  and  pointing  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Defective  damp-proof  courses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Defective  yard  paving  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Defective  chimney  flues  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Galvanized  metal  dustbins  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Defective  window-frames  and  sash-cords  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Defective  floors  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Defective  stairs  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Defective  plaster  to  walls  and  ceilings  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Defective  doors  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Defective  fireplaces  and  cooking  ranges  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Defective  wash-boilers 

Defective  and  dangerous  chimney  stacks.  ...  ...  .  ...  2 

Defective  and  bulging  external  walls  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Defective  and  bulging  party  walls  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Filthy  condition  of  premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Accumulation  of  manure  or  offensive  matter  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Miscellaneous  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 


Additional  Unsatisfactory  Conditions  remedied  by  Verbal  Intimations 


Nature  of  Inspection 

No.  of 
Premises 

Structural 

Defects 

Dirty 

Conditions 

Dwelling-houses  (Public  Health  Acts)  . . . 

10 

10 

Restaurant  Kitchens 

1 

1 

— 

Bakehouses 

2 

1 

1 

Other  Food  Preparation  Premises 

— 

— 

— 

Butchers’  Shops  ... 

— 

— 

— 

Hotel  Bars 

3 

2 

1 

Business  Premises... 

— 

— 

— 

Factories  (Factories  Act,  1961)  ... 

— 

— 

— 

Ice  Cream  Premises  (Sale/Man.)... 

— 

— 

— 

Shops  (Shops  Act) 

— 

— 

— 

Dairies 

— 

— 

— 

Smoke  Nuisances  ... 

13 

13 

— 

Caravans  ... 

— 

— 

— 

Rat  Infestation  ... 

— 

— 

— 
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FACTORY  ACT,  1961 

The  following  statistics,  required  under  the  provisions  of  this 
legislation,  are  appended  : — 

Part  I  of  the  Act 

1.  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including 
inspections  made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors) 


Number 

on 

Register 

Number  of 

Premises 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections  1,  2,  3,  4  and  6 
are  to  be  enforced  by  Local  Authorities... 

10 

3 

— 

— 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i)  in  which  Section 

7  is  enforced  by  the  Local  Authority 

229 

45 

1 

— 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which  Section  7  is 
enforced  by  the  Local  Authority  (exclud¬ 
ing  out- workers’  premises) 

26 

2 

— 

— 

Total 

265 

50 

1 

— 
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2.  Cases  in  which  Detects  were  found 


Number  of  cases  in  which  defects  were 
found 

Number 

of 

cases  in 
which 

prosecutions 

were 

instituted 

Particulars 

Found 

Remedied 

Refe 
To  H.M. 
Inspector 

rred 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  temperature  (S. 3) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors  (S.6)  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7) — 

(a)  Insufficient 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

( b )  Unsuitable  or  defective 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  offences  against  the  Act  (not 
including  offences  relating  to  Out- 

work) ... 

Total 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Part  VIII  of  the  Act 
Outwork  (Sections  133  and  134) 


Section  133 

Se 

ction  134 

Nature  of  Work 

No.  of 
out-workers 
in  August 
list  required 
by  Sect. 

133  (1)  (c) 

No.  of 
cases  of 
default 
in  sending 
lists  to  the 
Council 

No.  of 
prosecu¬ 
tions  for 
failure  to 
supply 
lists 

No.  of 
instances 
of  work  in 
unwhole¬ 
some 
premises 

Notices 

served 

Prosecu¬ 

tions 

Wearing  apparel¬ 
making,  etc. 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Packing  plastic  hair 
curlers 

i 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 
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HOUSING 

Building  Progress  during  1965 

Houses  erected  by  Local  Authority  138  \,-yy 
Houses  erected  by  Private  Enterprise  450  f  '* 

Housing  Statistics 

1.  Inspections  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the  Year 

Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for  housing 

defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  ...  881 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so 
dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred 
to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found  not  to  be  in 
all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation...  37 

2.  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  Year  without  Services  of 
Formal  Notices 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  offices  ...  ...  ...  ...  22 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  Year 

Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices 

were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied. . .  ...  10 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were 
remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  By  Owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  17 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  Nil 


Fifteen  individual  houses  were  represented  as  unfit  for  human 
habitation  and  not  repairable  at  reasonable  cost. 

Forty  unfit  houses  were  demolished  during  the  year,  and  six 
houses  coming  within  the  same  category  were  closed. 

The  Council  approved  thirty-five  standard  grants  and  sixteen 
discretionary  grants. 
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Standard  Grant 

A  standard  grant  is  made  to  an  owner  for  providing  : — 

(a)  a  fixed  bath  or  shower  in  a  bathroom  ; 

(b)  a  wash-hand  basin  ; 

(c)  a  water  closet,  in  or  contiguous  to  and,  if  possible,  entered 
from  within  the  dwelling  ; 

(d)  a  hot  water  supply  at  a  fixed  bath  or  shower  in  a  bathroom, 
at  a  wash-hand  basin  and  at  a  sink  ;  and 

(e)  a  food  store  ; 

or  such  of  these  items  as  are  not  already  in  the  property. 

The  Corporation  cannot  refuse  to  make  a  standard  grant  if  the 
applicant  owns  the  freehold  or  has  a  leasehold  interest  with  at  least 
fifteen  years  to  run  and  the  dwelling  will  be  fit  to  live  in  for  fifteen 
years  after  the  work  has  been  done,  and  will  be  used  as  housing 
accommodation  for  that  period.  If  the  dwelling  is  let,  it  is  the 
owner’s  responsibility  to  obtain  the  tenant’s  agreement  in  writing 
to  the  proposed  improvement,  but  it  is  the  Corporation’s  duty  to 
ensure  that  the  applicant  is  the  owner  or  lessee  as  the  case  may  be. 
The  grant  an  owner  can  expect  to  receive  is  half  the  cost  of  providing 
such  of  those  items  listed  in  (a)  to  (e)  above  as  are  lacking  subject 
to  an  upper  limit  in  respect  of  each  item  (e.g.  a  maximum  of  £155 
if  all  items  are  lacking — a  maximum  of  £40  if  a  water  closet  is 
lacking). 


Discretionary  Grant 

For  an  owner  to  obtain  a  discretionary  grant,  again  he  must 
own  the  freehold  or  have  a  leasehold  interest  with  at  least  fifteen 
years  to  run,  and  the  dwelling,  when  improved,  must  have  a  useful 
life  of  thirty  years  (but  as  low  as  fifteen  years  if,  having  regard  to 
all  the  circumstances,  it  is  considered  expedient),  and  must  be  kept 
for  housing  accommodation  during  that  period.  Before  the  Council 
may  make  a  discretionary  grant  they  must  also  be  satisfied  that  the 
dwelling,  after  improvement,  will  comply  with  what  is  known  as 
“the  twelve  point  standard,”  i.e.  it  must  : — 

(1)  be  in  a  good  state  of  repair  and  substantially  free  from 

damp  ; 

(2)  have  each  room  properly  lighted  and  ventilated  ; 

(3)  have  an  adequate  supply  of  wholesome  water  laid  on  in 

the  dwelling  ; 

(4)  be  provided  with  efficient  and  adequate  means  of  supplying 

hot  water  for  domestic  purposes  ; 

(5)  have  an  internal  water  closet  if  practicable,  otherwise  a 

readily  accessible  outside  water  closet  ; 
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(6)  have  a  fixed  bath  or  shower  in  a  bathroom  ; 

(7)  be  provided  with  a  sink  or  sinks  and  with  suitable  arrange¬ 

ments  for  the  disposal  of  waste  water  ; 

(8)  have  a  proper  drainage  system  ; 

(9)  be  provided  in  each  room  with  adequate  points  for  gas  or 

electric  lighting  (where  reasonably  available)  ; 

(10)  be  provided  with  adequate  facilities  for  heating  ; 

(11)  have  suitable  facilities  for  storing,  preparing  and  cooking 

food  ; 

(12)  have  proper  provision  for  storing  fuel  (where  required). 

As  the  name  implies,  discretionary  grants  are  payable  at  the 
absolute  discretion  of  the  Council.  Each  grant  shall  not  exceed  half 
of  the  estimated  cost  of  the  work  approved  on  behalf  of  the  Council, 
subject  to  a  maximum  for  each  dwelling  of  £400. 

It  was  hoped  that  progress  to  better  housing,  aided  by  these 
measures,  would  be  apparent,  but  owners  have  been  slow  in  making 
use  of  these  facilities,  and  it  was  realised  that  when  one  house  of  a 
block  was  improved  and  the  remainder  left  in  their  original  con¬ 
dition,  the  one  house  might  have  to  be  included  in  a  clearance  area 
if  the  adjoining  houses  became  sufficiently  sub-standard  to  warrant 
extreme  measures.  The  sensible  thing,  therefore,  was  to  improve 
all  the  houses  in  a  block. 

Circular  42/62,  issued  by  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local 
Government,  gave  guidance  to  local  authorities  on  the  measures 
which  the  Minister  considered  should  be  used  to  improve  the 
condition  of  all  the  well-built  houses  throughout  the  country  which 
are  in  reasonably  good  repair  but  lacking  in  amenity. 

It  is  hoped  that  more  houses  are  being  brought  up  to  the  twelve 
point  standard  than  are  shown  by  the  numbers  of  successful  appli¬ 
cations  for  grants. 

MUNICIPAL  HOSTEL  FOR  MEN 

The  Superintendent,  Mr.  J.  F.  McCabe,  has  provided  the  following 
report  for  the  year  1965  : — 

“Charges. — 36/-  per  week  or  6/-  per  night. 


Number  of  beds  available  ... 

41 

Men  paying  weekly  charge 

...  1,992 

Men  paying  nightly  charge  . . . 

650 

Daily  average... 

39 

These  figures  show  an  increase  on  last  year  in  the  number  of 
bookings  both  weekly  and  nightly.  In  the  case  of  the  nightly  bookings 
the  increase  is  largely  accounted  for  by  the  fact  that  two  men  who 
lived  in  the  hostel  for  several  months  elected  to  pay  nightly  rather 
than  weekly. 
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Residents.— There  are  twenty-eight  semi-permanent  residents  in 
the  hostel.  Of  these,  eight  are  pensioners,  three  are  permanently 
disabled  and  the  remainder  are  employed  locally.  The  remaining 
beds  are  occupied  by  men  who  stay  for  varying  lengths  of  time, 
frequently  for  several  months.  These  men  are  usually  employed  on 
public  works  or  building  sites  and  leave  when  the  work  is  completed. 
During  the  year  two  regular  residents  left  the  hostel  to  live  in 
private  lodgings  but  returned  to  the  hostel  after  approximately 
three  months  and  have  settled  down  again. 

Illness. — Five  men  were  admitted  to  hospital  during  the  year, 
where  one  of  them,  an  O.A.P.,  later  died.  Doctors  also  visited  four 
other  men  suffering  from  minor  ailments  who  were  confined  to  bed 
for  a  few  days. 

O.A.P’s. — The  eight  pensioners  residing  in  the  hostel  seem  quite 
happy  and  contented  and  enjoy  a  degree  of  independence  which  they 
would  not  have  if  they  were  living  with  relatives  or  in  a  welfare  home. 
As  it  is,  they  are  able  to  purchase  the  type  of  food  they  like  and. 
within  limits,  have  their  meals  at  whatever  time  they  wish.” 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 

Many  visits  were  paid  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  the 
Public  Health  Inspectors  to  food  premises  and  generally  the  standard 
of  food  hygiene  found  has  been  satisfactory. 

Methods  of  food  handling  and  storage  are  gradually  changing. 
Changed  methods,  the  purpose  of  which  was  originally  to  delay 
spoilage,  are  proving  their  value  in  the  prevention  of  contamination 
of  food  with  disease  producing  organisms.  Cooling,  chilling  and 
refrigeration  ensure  that  organisms  will  not  multiply  freely  even  if 
they  are  in  contact  with  food  and  pre-packing  makes  this  unlikely. 

Glass  screens  and  cellophane  covers  ensure  that  the  food  is  not 
touched  or  breathed  on  by  customers,  and  shop  assistants  are 
familiar  with  the  rules  of  food  hygiene.  Constant  supervision  is 
required  to  ensure  that  the  rules  are  kept  and  the  public  are  the  best 
umpires. 

Milk  Supply 

At  the  close  of  the  year  there  were  registered  under  the  Milk  and 
Daries  Regulations  : — 

Dairies  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Retail  Purveyors  of  Milk  .  89 

Turbidity  Test  (applicable  to  sterilised  milks) 

The  9  samples  proved  satisfactory. 

Phosphatase  Test  (a  test  applied  to  verify  the  efficiency  of  pas¬ 
teurisation) 

The  39  samples  proved  satisfactory. 
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Examination  for  Tubercle  Bacillus 

Cultural  and  animal  tests  were  made  on  9  samples — all  of  which 
were  negative. 

Methylene  Blue  Test 

One  hundred  and  twenty-two  samples  were  subjected  to  the 
Methylene  Blue  Test  (an  indicator  of  keeping  quality),  of  which 
9  were  given  unsatisfactory  reports.  Eight  samples  were  declared 
void  due  to  the  high  atmospheric  temperature  in  the  laboratory  at 
the  time  of  testing. 

Ice  Cream 

Premises  registered  for  sale  and  manufacture  1 
Premises  registered  for  sale  only  ...  ...  192 

Premises  registered  for  store  only  ...  Nil 

Eleven  samples  of  ice  cream  were  taken  for  bacteriological 
examination.  The  results  are  tabulated  below  : — 

No.  of  Grade  Grade  Grade  Grade 
Samples  I  II  III  IV  Void 

11  5  2  3  1  — 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT  1955 

The  101  samples  of  food  and  drugs  submitted  to  the  Public 
Analyst  for  analysis  comprised  98  foods  (6  formal  and  92  informal) 
and  3  drugs  (all  informal). 

Some  93  were  returned  as  genuine,  and  8,  all  foods,  as  not 
genuine. 

An  additional  52  “informal”  samples  of  milk  were  tested  for 
fat  content  on  the  testing  machine  at  the  Health  Centre.  Two  of 
these  showed  a  fat  content  deficiency. 

The  following  tabulated  statements  give  particulars  of  the 
articles  sampled  : — 


Food 


Number  of  Food  Samples 

.  .  . 

98 

Number  found  genuine  ... 

90 

Number  found  not  genuine 

... 

8 

Name  and  Number  of  Articles  Sampled 

Informal 

Apples 

1 

Baked  Beans 

I 

Beef  Noodle  Soup 

1 

Beef  Suet  ... 

1 

Brawn 

1 

Butter 

2 

Butter  Beans 

1 

Butter  Mintoes 

1 

Cabbage  (Dried)  ... 

1 

Chicken  and  Ham  Pastie... 

1 
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Informal 

Chicken  and  Mushroom  Pie  ...  ...  ...  1 

Chicklets  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Chocolate  Sponge  Mixture  ...  ...  ...  2 

Coflee  and  Chicory  Essence  ...  ...  ...  1 

Cornish  Pastie  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Cream  Cheese  Spread  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Cream  (Double)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Cream  (Sterilised)  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Cream  Sago  Milk  Pudding  ...  ...  ...  1 

Currants  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Curry  Powder  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  I 

Dairy  Cream  Doughnuts  ...  ...  ...  1 

Dream  Topping  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Dressed  Crab  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Dressed  Lobster  Spread  ...  ...  ...  ...  I 

Dripping .  1 

Fish  Cakes  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Fish  Fingers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Forcemeat  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Fruit  Cocktail  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Fruit  Salad  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Fruit  Topping  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Gelatine  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Ground  Almonds  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Hamburgers  (Fried)  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Honey  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

IceCream  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Ice  Cream  (Dairy)  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Instant  Coffee  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Instant  Potato  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Jam  (Blackcurrant)  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Jelly  .  3 

Lard  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Lemonade  Shandy  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Malt  Vinegar  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Margarine  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Marzipan  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Meat  Pastie  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Milk  (Condensed,  Skimmed)  ...  ...  ...  1 

Milk  (Evaporated  Full  Cream)  ...  ...  ...  1 

Milk  (Strawberry  Flavoured)  ...  ...  ...  2 

Milk  Food  1 

Mock  Turtle  Soup...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Mustard  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Orange  Drink  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Peas  (Dried)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Peas  (Processed)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Pineapple  Pieces  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Pork  Pie  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Prunes  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Pure  Vegetable  Oil  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Raisins  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Rice  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Rum  and  Butter  Flavour  Sweets  ...  ...  1 

Sausage  (Beef)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Sausage  (Pork)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Self-Raising  Flour  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Sponge  Mixture  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Steak  and  Kidney  Pie  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Sugar  Roses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Sultanas  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 
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Informal 


Tartar  Sauce  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Tea  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Tomato  Juice  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Tomato  Puree  (Condensed)  ...  ...  ...  1 

Tonic  Tea  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

White  Pepper  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Wholewheat  Flour  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Yoghourt  (Plain)  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Formal 

Brandy  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Gin  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Rum  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  I 

Whisky  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 


Remarks  on  Samples  returned  as  not  Genuine 

1.  Cream  Sago  Milk  Pudding  (Informal) 

This  was  a  sample  of  canned  milk  pudding  having  a  bitter 
taste,  but  not  contaminated  with  metals.  A  bitter  flavour  or 
taste  in  milk  is  usually  derived  from  slight  fat  splitting,  but 
the  actual  cause  cannot  be  identified  in  a  milk  pudding  that 
has  been  subject  to  a  canning  process. 

2.  Pineapple  Pieces  (Informal) 

This  was  a  sample  of  pineapple  pieces  contaminated  with  a 
small  fly  and  numerous  particles  of  carbon. 

3.  Pineapple  Pieces  (Informal) 

This  was  a  sample  of  pineapple  pieces  containing  one  small  fly 
resembling  a  fruit  fly  (Drosophila). 

4.  Pork  Sausages  (Informal) 

These  were  two  samples  of  pork  sausages  which  were  under¬ 
going  carbohydrate  fermentation  with  the  consequent  pro¬ 
duction  of  a  fermentation  odour.  (Remainder  of  stock  with¬ 
drawn  from  sale). 

5.  Pork  Sausage  (Informal) 

This  was  a  sample  of  pork  sausage  containing  100  parts  per 
million  sulphur  dioxide  preservative  and  77%  total  meat 
content.  No  notice  displayed  by  vendor  indicating  the  presence 
of  preservative.  (Notice  subsequently  displayed). 

6.  Plain  Yoghourt  (Informal) 

This  was  a  sample  of  a  preparation  made  from  skimmed  milk 
containing  13.2%,  weight  for  weight,  total  milk  solids  and  less 
than  0.1%  fat.  Yoghourt  should  be  made  from  curdled  cows’ 
milk  which  has  been  concentrated  to  lead  to  an  increase  in  the 
total  dry  matter.  This  preparation,  being  made  from  skimmed 
milk,  was  incorrectly  described  as  “Yoghourt”. 
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7.  Pork  Pie  (Informal) 

This  was  a  sample  of  meat  pie  which  contained  a  wasp  inside 
the  pastry  casing.  (Reported  to  Public  Health  Committee  and 
warning  letter  sent  to  Vendor). 


Drugs 

Number  of  drug  samples  ...  ...  ...  3 

Number  found  genuine  ...  ...  ...  3 

Name  and  Number  of  Articles  Sampled 

Informal 

Almond  Oil  ...  ...  1 

Fynnon  Salt  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Indigestion  Powder  ...  1 

Milk  Supplies — Brucella  Abortus 

Number  of  samples  of  raw  milk  examined  9 

Number  of  positive  samples  found  ...  1 

(The  positive  sample  was  from  a  herd  outside 
the  Shrewsbury  Borough  boundary  and  was 
subsequently  investigated  by  the  Salop  County 
Council.) 

The  Liquid  (Pasteurisation)  Regulations,  1963 

Number  of  egg  pasteurisation  plants  in  the  district — Nil. 


Unsound  Food 


following  foodstuffs, 

being  unfit  for  human  consumption, 

untarily  surrendered  for  destruction  : — 

Beef 

696  lbs. 

Pork 

396  lbs. 

Lamb 

88  lbs. 

Lambs  Liver  (Frozen) 

20  lbs. 

Lambs  Tongues 

34  lbs. 

Mutton  (Imported) 

43  lbs. 

Ox  Liver  ... 

12  lbs. 

Ox  Tongues 

35  lbs. 

Chopped  Pork 

113  lbs. 

Pork  Shoulder 

205  lbs. 

Bacon  and  Ham 

717  lbs. 

Luncheon  Meat 

203  lbs. 

Corned  Beef 

202  lbs. 

Poultry 

512 

Other  Meats 

...  494  lbs. 

Fish . 

277  lbs. 

Preserved  Goods  ... 

...  1,800  tins  &  jars 

Frozen  Foods 

120  packets 

Potato  Crisps 

...  1,986  packets 

Full  Cream  Milk 

24  pints 

Soft  Drinks 
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Fruit  . 

...  1,687  lbs. 

Sweets 

216  lbs. 

Other  Foods 

123  lbs. 

TOOL 
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PUBLIC  ABATTOIR 

The  Superintendent,  Mr.  W.  G.  Hunter,  has  provided  the 
following  report  for  the  year  1965  : — 

"Certain  alterations  and  additions,  including  isolation  lairages, 
were  provided  early  in  the  year  and  an  Export  Licence  was  duly 
granted.  An  increasing  proportion  of  the  throughput  during  the  year 
consisted  of  carcases  specially  killed  and  dressed  for  export.  This 
specialization  has  brought  more  trade,  not  to  mention  prestige,  to 
the  Abattoir  and  it  would  seem  likely  that  a  flourishing  export  trade 
may  be  obtained  in  the  future. 

Cattle  figures  are  down  in  number  and  reflect  the  downward 
trend  in  cattle  production  and  in  the  live  cattle  population  of  the 
country.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  an  upward  trend  will  soon  show, 
which  will,  we  hope,  be  to  our  advantage.  The  throughput  of  sheep 
and  lambs  and  of  pigs  shows  an  increase. 

The  Abattoir  may  take  several  years  to  settle  down  to  a  pattern 
of  meat  production  which  is  hygienic,  reliable  and  financially 
dependable. 

Modern  abattoirs  are  clean  and  are  kept  clean  by  a  staff  who  have 
to  look  clean,  being  dressed  in  clean  overalls  supplied  by  the 
employer. 

The  old  days  of  dirty  looking  men  working  in  filthy,  dark  and 
smelly  premises  have  gone.  Status  has  changed  but  not  so  the  wages, 
which  are  amongst  the  lowest  in  adult  employment.  It  is  therefore 
difficult  to  obtain  and  retain  the  right  type  of  staff,  especially  in 
areas  where  unemployment  is  negligible.  During  the  winter  sickness 
affected  the  staff,  and  keeping  the  cleanliness  of  the  abattoir  up  to 
standard  and  coping  with  a  fair  throughput  meant  hard  work,  much 
of  which  was  overtime  for  all  concerned. 

The  need  for  modern  and  clean  abattoirs  coupled  with  the 
importance  of  proper  meat  inspection  facilities  and  standards  has 
prompted  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food  to  step 
up  the  supervision  and  advice  given  to  Local  Authorities  by  their 
officers.  This  means  more  regular  visits  from  the  Ministry  to  make 
sure  that  certain  standards  are  maintained,  and  that  the  Meat 
Inspection  Regulations  are  adhered  to.  It  will  almost  certainly  mean 
additions  to  the  present  staff  of  meat  inspectors  to  comply  with  the 
regulations  and  maintain  standards  of  hygiene.  It  is  indeed  envisaged 
that  a  detention  officer  will  be  trained  in  the  near  future  to  assist  the 
Public  Health  Inspectors  in  the  maintenance  of  100%  meat  inspec¬ 
tion. 

It  is  hoped  that  the  Meat  and  Livestock  Commission  will,  when 
set  up,  introduce  moderate  concentration  of  abattoirs,  thereby 
allowing  not  only  more  standardization  of  method  and  charging, 
but  more  efficient  supervision  and  meat  inspection  by  specialized 
staff.  Abattoirs  would  also  be  more  likely  to  pay  their  way  by 
working  to  an  optimum  capacity. 
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Tuberculosis  is  now  almost  totally  absent  in  bovines  as  a  result 
of  the  fine  field  work  work  done  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture, 
Fisheries  and  Food  in  conjunction  with  local  services,  but  unfor¬ 
tunately  we  still  find  tuberculosis,  particularly  in  the  submaxillary 
lymph  node  of  the  pig  in  surprising  quantity,  and  this  remains  a 
problem  both  to  the  Ministry  and  ourselves.  A  problem  which  I 
hope  will  soon  be  solved. 

Cysticercus  Bovis,  a  parasite  found  in  bovines  which,  if  consumed 
by  humans  results  in  a  tape  worm  in  the  consumer’s  intestines,  is 
still  on  the  decrease.  We  found  only  two  bovines  harbouring  the 
parasite.  On  freezing  for  21  days  at  not  more  than  20°  F.,  these 
cysts  are  killed  and  the  carcase  and  offal  are  than  released  for  human 
consumption.  This  process  of  course  causes  a  marked  reduction  in 
the  quality  of  the  fresh  meat,  but  is  the  alternative  to  complete 
rejection.” 
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Carcases  Inspected  and  Condemned 


(Figures  in  Brackets  are  for  1964) 


Cattle 

Sheep 

exelud- 

Cows 

Calves 

and 

Pigs 

Horses 

ing  Cows 

Lambs 

Number  killed  ... 

12,945 

732 

731 

54,075 

31,078 

_ 

(13,701) 

(1,558) 

(879) 

(52,359) 

(26,585) 

(-) 

Number  inspected 

12,945 

732 

731 

54,075 

31,078 

_ 

(13,701) 

(1,558) 

(879) 

(52,359) 

(26,585) 

(-) 

All  Diseases  except  Tuberculosis 

and  Cysticerci: 

1 

8 

58 

96 

76 

— 

Whole  carcases  condemned  ... 

(3) 

(16) 

(77) 

(89) 

(78) 

(-) 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 

345 

235 

65 

396 

691 

- 

or  organ  was  condemned  ... 

(596) 

(324) 

(79) 

(524) 

(702) 

(-) 

Percentage  of  the  number  in- 

spected  affected  with  disease 

2.75 

33.2 

16.83 

0.91 

2.47 

— 

other  than  tuberculosis 

(4.36) 

(21.8) 

(17.55) 

(1.15) 

(2.93) 

(-) 

Tuberculosis  only: 

Whole  carcases  condemned  ... 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 

(-) 

(-) 

(-) 

(-) 

2 

(2) 

(-) 

or  organ  was  condemned  . . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

251 

— 

Percentage  of  the  number  in¬ 
spected  affected  with  tuber- 

(-) 

(-) 

(-) 

(-) 

(258) 

(-) 

culosis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

0.81 

— 

(-) 

(-) 

(-) 

(-) 

(0.98) 

(-) 

Cysticercosis : 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

organ  was  condemned 

(2) 

(-) 

(-) 

(-) 

(-) 

(-) 

Carcases  submitted  for  treat- 

2 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

ment  by  refrigeration 

(2) 

(-) 

(-) 

(-) 

(-) 

(-) 

Generalised  and  totally  con- 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

demned 

u. 

(-) 

(-) 

(-) 

(-) 

J~L 

Diseased  and  unsound  conditions  found  in  the  animals  dealt  with 
caused  the  detention  and  surrender  for  destruction  of  a  total  weight 
in  carcases  and  offal  of  26  tons,  0  cwts.,  63  lbs.,  details  as  follows  : — 

Carcases  and  Parts  .  14  tons  7  cwts.  60  lbs. 

(16  tons  12  cwts.  37  lbs.) 

11  tons  13  cwts.  3  lbs. 

(18  tons  12  cwts.  7  lbs.) 


Offal 
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PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS  AND 

OTHER  DISEASES 

The  pattern  of  disease  affecting  the  population  has  changed  over 
the  years.  The  infectious  diseases,  while  still  notified  to  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health,  have  given  pride  of  place  to  the  cancers  and 
degenerative  diseases  as  causes  of  mortality  and  to  neurosis  and 
stress  illnesses  as  causes  of  morbidity.  Going  back  50  years — what 
an  “eye-opener”  that  would  be — a  population  of  29,389  occupied 
6,612  houses  (4.4  persons  per  house  average).  There  were  447  deaths, 
30  from  cancer,  49  from  heart  disease,  43  from  tuberculosis  and  52 
from  other  infections  or  contagious  diseases  (excluding  bronchitis 
43  and  pneumonia  28),  while  the  212  notifications  of  infectious 
diseases  in  1915  included  62  diptheria,  1  typhoid,  10  ophthalmia 
neonatorum  and  56  pulmonary  tuberculosis.  Measles  was  not  then 
notifiable  officially  but  school  teachers  notified  447  cases.  There  were 
14  deaths  attributed  to  measles. 

Boys  born  in  1915  had  an  expectation  of  life  of  51  years  while 
that  for  a  girl  was  55  years.  However,  a  man  reaching  65  years  of  age 
in  1915  could  expect  on  an  average  11  more  years  of  life  and  a 
woman  12.  Only  40%  of  those  dying  in  that  year  had  reached  65 
years  of  age,  so  that  the  proportion  of  old  people  was  relatively  small, 
but  the  really  old  people  survived  to  90  or  even  100  in  small  numbers. 

Twenty-five  years  ago,  when  the  population  was  42,070, 
occupying  11,454  houses  (3.7  persons  per  house),  there  were  590 
deaths — -68  from  cancer,  170  from  heart  diseases,  18  from  tubercu¬ 
losis  and  32  from  other  infections  and  contagious  diseases  (excluding 
bronchitis  49  and  pneumonia  23).  The  626  notifications  of  infectious 
diseases  included  105  diphtheria  and  284  measles  with  no  deaths. 

The  expectation  of  life  of  boys  born  in  1940  was  58  years  and  that 
of  girls  64  years,  Men  reaching  65  in  that  year  could  expect  12  more 
years  of  life  while  women  could  expect  15.  Fifty-six  per-cent  of  those 
who  died  in  that  year  had  reached  65  years  of  age  and  the  proportion 
of  pensioners  was  obviously  increasing. 

In  1965,  with  the  population  of  51,670  occupying  16,024  houses 
(3.7  persons  per  house),  there  were  591  deaths — -100  from  cancer, 
163  from  heart  disease,  1  from  tuberculosis  and  4  from  other 
infections  and  contagious  diseases  (excluding  bronchitis  17  and 
pneumonia  34).  The  423  notifications  of  infectious  diseases  included 
385  measles,  none  fatal,  no  diphtheria  or  typhoid,  but  22  dysentery 
and  1  food  poisoning. 

A  boy  born  in  1962  (latest  figures  available)  had  an  expectation 
of  life  of  68  years,  while  a  girl  could  expect  74  years.  A  man  reaching 
65  in  that  year  could  expect  14  more  years  of  life  while  a  woman 
could  expect  17,  but  it  is  not  thought  that  the  number  of  really 
old  people  will  be  any  higher,  although  of  those  who  died  during  1965 
69%  had  reached  65  years  of  age  and  42%  were  over  75.  Those  who 
have  reached  pensionable  age  did  not  lose  their  contemporaries  to 
the  infectious  diseases,  bronchitis  and  pneumonia  etc.,  and  there  are 
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far  more  of  them.  Whether  a  large  proportion  of  those  now  65  years 
of  age  or  thereabouts  are  likely  to  remain  fit  and  useful  citizens  is, 
of  course,  a  challenge  to  the  health  and  particularly  the  geriatric 
services. 

During  the  year  prevelence  of  an  illness  was  reported  by  General 
Practitioners  which,  although  not  notifiable,  was  apparently 
infectious.  It  took  a  form  very  similar  to  Sonne  dysentery,  but 
specimens  were  negative  for  dysentery  organisms  and  the  mode  of 
spread  was  different  in  that  all  members  of  a  family  were  ill  within 
hours  or,  at  most,  a  couple  of  days  from  the  onset  in  that  family. 
Generally,  recovery  was  rapid  but  jaundice  was  a  not  infrequent 
complication. 

Also,  a  type  of  muscular  rheumatism  was  reported  similar  to 
pleurodynia  and  possibly  infectious  ;  the  reports  coming  in  over  most 
of  the  winter  and  spring. 

Upper  respiratory  catarrh  probably  causes  more  minor  illness 
here  than  in  most  areas  and  new  arrivals  in  the  town  frequently  report 
this  complaint,  plus  lethargy,  to  their  doctors,  while  those  who  live 
in  houses  subject  to  flooding  also  complain  of  rheumatism.  Children 
living  in  these  areas  apparently  also  have  very  frequent  coughs  and 
colds. 

General  Practitioners  are  kept  busy  with  psycho-neurosis  but 
apparently  the  incidence  of  the  organic  psychoses  is  not  increasing. 
The  general  opinion  seems  to  be  that  the  standard  and  the  pace  of 
modern  living  is  bringing  its  own  picture  of  mortality  and  morbidity. 

Whether  a  large  proportion  of  those  in  their  30’s,  40’s  and 
50’s- — the  generation  which  fancies  that  they  live  harder  and  suffer 
more  stress  than  did  any  previous  generation — will  survive  to  their 
60’s  and  70’s  either  as  chronic  invalids  or  in  good  health  remains  to 
be  seen. 

As  regards  the  notifiable  infectious  diseases,  the  changes  in  the 
pattern  of  measles  epidemics,  already  noted  last  year,  continues, 
the  epidemics  getting  longer  and  the  free  periods  shorter.  This  year 
the  385  cases  notified  were  spread  out  through  the  winter,  spring 
and  summer  with  a  relatively  measles  free  autumn.  Five  of  the 
385  cases  were  in  hospital  but  there  were  no  deaths.  One  notification 
of  whooping  cough  probably  does  not  give  a  true  picture  as  mild 
and  modified  cases  are  generally  difficult  to  diagnose  with  certainty 
and  the  benefit  gained  by  ensuring  the  correct  diagnosis  is  not,  in 
contrast  to  smallpox  and  the  enteric  fevers  etc.,  sufficient  to  warrant 
the  effort  and  expense  of  the  necessary  tests.  Sporadic  cases  of 
scarlet  fever  occurred.  No  source  was  found  and  no  common  factor 
was  unearthed. 

The  town  has  once  again  been  free  of  enteric  fever.  Every  year 
one  or  two  contacts  of  cases  of  enteric  fever  have  to  be  supervised 
and  this  year  was  no  exception. 

Figures  kindly  supplied  by  the  CountyCouncil  of  immunisations 
and  vaccinations  should  be  read  in  conjunction  with  the  small 
numbers  of,  or  complete  absence  of,  notifications  of  the  diseases  in 
question. 
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Monthly  Notifications  of  Infectious  Diseases,  1985 

(excluding  Tuberculosis) 


Month 

Scarlet 

Fever 

Measles 

Whooping  Cough 

Dysentery 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

Meningococcal 

Infection 

Food  Poisoning 

January 

2 

14 

— 

6 

— 

— 

— 

February 

2 

91 

— 

3 

1 

— 

— 

March 

1 

6 

— 

— 

— 

i 

— 

April 

2 

43 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

May 

— 

39 

— 

6 

— 

— 

— 

June 

1 

91 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

July 

1 

42 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

August 

— 

34 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

September 

1 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

October 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

November 

— 

3 

1 

— 

— 

i 

— 

December 

1 

17 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

11 

385 

1 

22 

1 

2 

1 
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Notifiable  Diseases  (other  than  Tuberculosis)  During  the 

Year,  1965 


Number  of  Cases  Notifled 

NOTIFIABLE  DISEASE 

At  Ages 

— Years 

Total 

Cases 

removed 

At 

all 

Under 

1 

3 

5 

10 

15 

25 

45 

65 

to 

ages 

1 

to 

to 

to 

to 

to 

to 

to 

&  up- 

Hospital 

2 

4 

9 

14 

24 

44 

64 

wards 

Small-pox  . 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

Erysipelas  . 

Scarlet  Fever... 

Typhus  Fevei 

Enteric  Fever 

a 

— 

— 

1 

7 

1 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Paratyphoid  Fever  ... 
Puerperal  Pyrexia  ... 

i 

1 

1 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

Acute  Poliomyelitis — 

■ 

Paralytic 

Non-Paralytic 

Pneumonia — 

Acute  Primary  . 

Acute  Influenzal  ... 

Meningococcal  Infection 

Acute  Encephalitis — 

2 

1 

1 

2 

Infective 

Post-infectious  . 

Malaria 

Dysentery 

22 

2 

3 

_ 

10 

_ 

1 

6 

— 

— 

3 

Measles 

385 

13 

86 

114 

162 

10 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 

Whooping  Cough 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Food  Poisoning  . 

1 

— 

— 

- - 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Totals 

423 

16 

91 

115 

179 

11 

4 

6 

1 

— 

11 

TUBERCULOSIS 


NEW 

CASES 

DEATHS 

AGE  PERIODS 

Non- 

Non- 

Respiratory 

Respiratory 

Respiratory 

Respiratory 

M. 

F. 

M.  F. 

M. 

F. 

M.  F. 

Under  1  year 

— 

— 

-  - 

— 

— 

-  - 

1  year  ... 

2-4  years 

5-9  „  . 

— 

— 

—  — 

— 

— 

—  — 

10-14  „  . 

15-19  . 

— 

— 

-  - 

— 

— 

-  - 

20-24  „  . 

— 

— 

-  - 

— 

— 

-  - 

25-34  „  . 

— 

1 

—  2 

— 

— 

-  - 

35-44  „  . 

1 

— 

-  - 

— 

— 

-  - 

45-54  „  . 

1 

1 

-  - 

— 

— 

-  - 

55-64  „  . 

65-74  „  . 

75  and  over 

1 

— 

—  — 

— 

1 

—  — 

— 

— 

—  — 

— 

—  — 

Totals 

3 

2 

—  2 

— 

1 

—  — 
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The  Phthisis  (Respiratory  or  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis)  death  rate 
for  the  year  was  0.02  per  1,000  population,  compared  with  0.04  in 
the  previous  year. 

IMMUNISATION  AGAINST  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 

The  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  has  kindly  provided  the 
following  figures  relating  to  immunisations  given  during  1965  in 
Shrewsbury. 


B.C.G.  Vaccination 

Maintained  and 
Grant  Aided  Independent 
Schools  Schools  Total 

...  3  3  6 

313  85  398 

18  0  18 

272  76  348 

21  7  28 

208  66  274 

207  63  270 

...  1  3  4 

Immunisati  on 
. 502 


By  General  Practitioners 

...  540 

School  Children  : 

At  Clinic  . 

...  55 

By  General  Practitioners 

...  25 

Total 

...  1122 

Reinforcing 

Injection 


At  Clinic 

...  1104 

By  General  Practitioners 

...  159 

Total  . 

...  1263 

Whooping  Cough  Immunisation 

Pre-School  Children  :  At  Clinic  . 

...  465 

By  General  Practitioners 

...  536 

School  Children  :  At  Clinic  . 

1 

By  General  Practitioners 

5 

Total  . 

...  1007 

Number  of  Schools  visited 
Number  accepting  vaccination 
Number  of  refusals 
Number  tested 
Number  found  positive 
Number  found  negative 
Number  vaccinated  with  B.C.G. 

Number  of  negatives  not  vaccinated... 

Diphtheria  Immunisation 

Pre-School  Children  :  At  Clinic 
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Tetanus 


Pre-School  Children  :  At  Clinic  . 

...  520 

By  General  Practitioners 

...  545 

School  Children  : 

At  Clinic  . 

...  464 

By  General  Practitioners 

...  109 

Total  . 

...  1,638 

Vaccination  (Smallpox) 

'Children  under 

J 

1  year  of  age  :  At  Clinic 

— 

Primary 

By  General  Practitioners 

...  28 

Others  : 

At  Clinic 

...  467 

By  General  Practitioners 

...  167 

Total  . 

...  662 

Re-Vaccination  : 

At  Clinic 

...  77 

By  General  Practitioners 

...  25 

Total 

...  102 

Poliomyelitis 

Primary  vaccination  with  Salk  or  doses  of  Oral: 

Fourth 

doses 

Pre-School  children  : 

At  Clinic 

744 

11 

By  General  Practitioners 

255 

30 

Other  Children  : 

At  Clinic 

71 

472 

(bom  1960-1950) 

By  General  Practitioners 

23 

155 

Others 

: 

At  Clinic 

106 

57 

By  General  Practitioners 

— 

— 

Totals 

1,199 

725 
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COUNTY  COUNCIL  HEALTH  CENTRES 

Particulars  are  given  below  of  the  health  services  provided  by 
the  County  Council  under  Part  III  of  the  National  Health  Service 
Act,  1946,  for  the  Borough. 


Area 

Premises 

Services  Provided  and  Day  and 
Time  Clinics  Held 

Harlescott 

Church  Hall, 

Meadow  Farm  Drive 

Child  Welfare  Clinic, 

Tuesday,  1.30  to  4.30  p.m. 

Monkmoor 

Tankerville  Hall, 
Monkmoor  Road 

Child  Welfare  Clinic, 

1st  and  3rd  Tuesdays  in  each 
month,  1.30  to  4.30  p.m. 

Ditherington 

White  House  Clinic 
Whitchurch  Road 

Child  Welfare  Clinic, 

Thursday  and  Friday,  1.30  to 
4.30  p.m. 

Ante  and  Post-natal  Clinic 
2nd  and  4th  Wednesdays  in 
each  month,  2.30  p.m. 

Town  Centre 

Health  Centre, 
Murivance 

Child  Welfare  Clinic, 

Friday,  1.30  to  4.30  p.m. 

Ante  and  Post-natal  Clinic 
1st,  3rd  and  5th  Wednesdays 
in  each  month,  2.00  p.m. 

Meole  Brace 

Memorial  Hall 

Child  Welfare  Clinic, 
Thursdays,  2.45  to  5.00  p.m. 

Springfield 

Church  Hall 

Child  Welfare  Clinic, 

2nd  and  4th  Tuesdays,  in 
each  month,  1.30  to  4.30  p.m. 

Attendances  during  the  year  are  given  below  : — 


Harles¬ 

Monk¬ 

Muri¬ 

White 

Meole 

Spring- 

Children 

cott 

moor 

vance 

House 

Brace 

field 

Born  in  1965  ... 

1,398 

837 

1,412 

1,440 

311 

343 

Born  in  1964  ... 

1,524 

934 

1,105 

1,295 

492 

400 

Born  in  1960-1963 

1,029 

485 

284 

741 

326 

245 

Total  attendances 

No.  of  Children 

3,951 

2,256 

2,801 

3,476 

1,129 

988 

attending 

586 

491 

425 

522 

184 

188 

Expectant  Mothers 

Cases  ... 

— 

— 

147 

134 

— 

— 

Attendances  ... 

— 

— 

269 

225 

— 

— 
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The  Family  Planning  Association,  Shrewsbury  Branch,  provide 
clinics  for  advice  and  instruction  on  family  planning.  These  clinics 
are  held  at  Murivance  Health  Centre  on  Mondays,  from  1.30  to 

3.30  p.m.,  2nd  and  4th  Mondays  in  each  month,  from  6.30  to 

7.30  p.m.,  and  2nd  Wednesdays  in  each  month,  from  2.30  to  3.30  p.m. 

Dental  Care 

The  County  Council  provide  full  dental  care,  including  the 
provision  of  dentures  where  necessary,  and  orthodontic  treatment 
for  expectant  and  nursing  mothers,  children  under  school  age  and 
children  attending  the  Education  Authority  schools. 

The  Dental  Clinic  at  5  Belmont  has  its  own  X-ray  apparatus 
and  full  technical  and  professional  staff. 

Orthopaedic  Treatment 

Orthopaedic  surgeons  from  the  Robert  Jones  and  Agnes  Hunt 
Orthopaedic  Hospital,  Oswestry,  hold  regular  sessions  in  St.  Chad’s 
Church  Hall,  and  children  can  be  referred  there  from  child  welfare 
and  school  clinics. 

Hospital  Facilities 

In-patient  and  out-patient  hospital  facilities  are  available  as 
follows  : — 

Eye,  Ear,  Nose  and  Throat  conditions  : 

Eye,  Ear  and  Throat  Hospital,  Murivance. 

General  Medical  and  Surgical  treatment  : 

Royal  Salop  Infirmary. 

Copthorne  Hospital. 

Monkmoor  Hospital. 

Infectious  Diseases  : 

Copthorne  Hospital,  Isolation  Ward. 

Mental  Illness  : 

Shelton  Hospital. 


DISINFECTION  AND  DISINFESTATION 

A  summary  of  work  carried  out  by  the  Public  Health  Inspectors 
in  connection  with  infectious  disease,  disinfection  and  disinfestation 
is  as  follows  : — 


Visits  made  in  connection  with  infectious  disease  45 
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DESTRUCTION  OF  RATS  AND  MICE 


At  the  end  of  the  year  the  number  of  premises  under  contract 
with  the  Corporation  for  disinfestation  was  as  follows  : — 


Business  premises 
Private  dwelling-houses 


56 

1 


The  Rodent  Operative  made  1,776  visits  to  premises  in  the 
course  of  his  duties  during  the  year. 


NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACTS  1948  AND  1951 

Removal  to  suitable  premises  of  Persons  in  need  of  care  and  attention 

It  was  not  found  necessary  to  make  any  application  for  com¬ 
pulsory  removal  to  hospital. 
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